
ATOMS

The Inside Story



Why do we use Chemical Symbols?

• Short form
• Simple
• Universally Accepted



Tell me some symbols!



Note:  These symbols are typically…

• The 1st letter of the name
• The 1st and 2nd letter together
• The 1st letter and another letter
• Sometimes we use latin names.

Always!

The first letter is 

CAPITAL and the second letter is

lower case.



Handout –
1.13A –
Names and symbols of the 1st 20 elements (plus a 
few more).
And a simple P.T.

Element Names – Crossword and Word Search


